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Joceline, We Hardly Knew Ye
By Jim Bryan

 I met Joceline Lemaire on one of her first days at Christ 
the King in the late spring of 2012. Could that be cor-
rect? Was it really 6 years ago? On the other hand, 

I can barely remember what Christ the King was like 
without Joseline’s steady hand as our Director of Adult 
Formation. I was apparently one of the few people in the 
diocese who did not already know her. Joceline held simi-
lar positions at both the Cathedral and Holy Name. After 
receiving her master’s degree in Christian Education from 
Scarritt in 1988, she served as Director of Ministry For-
mation Services for the Diocese for many years. For many 
Catholic women, she has long been a role model for lay 
leaders in the Church. 

After our meeting of an hour or so, I felt as if I had 
known her all my life. I learned she had graduated from 
Brown University, where she met John Lozier, whom she 
would soon marry. After college, she worked as an intern 
for the American Friends Service Committee. Although 
she is of French-Canadian descent and grew up in the Bos-
ton area, she has made Nashville her home for the past 41 
years. East Nashville actually, as she is quick to point out. 
She came here in 1977 to join John, who was in Divin-
ity School at Vanderbilt and to work for my mentor, Will 
Campbell at the Southern Prison Ministry. So, we had an 
immediate connection. 

 I distinctly remember sitting in her office on that first 
day and brainstorming about our Peace Through Justice 
ministry and how we could offer programs as a part of 
the Adult Education presentations she intended to start. 
I could not believe my ears—a full-time staff person who 
was willing to extend invitations to speakers, make the lo-
gistical arrangements and organize programs, some with 
multi-week sessions. And organize them she did!

During the ensuing years, Joceline organized programs 
on Race in Society and in the Church, Current Challenges 
to the Church’s Mission to Serve the Poor and Vulnerable, 

Joceline Lemaire with her husband, John
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the Metro School Project on Social Emotional Learning, 
Death Row Scrolls, Haiti, St. Francis, St. John XXIII, 
Rev. Will Campbell and many others. She organized sev-
eral Saturday morning retreats, including one on the Vio-
lins of Hope project and a panel discussion on the Cler-
gy Sexual Abuse, which was duplicated by the Diocese 
for presentation at four parishes. She attracted speakers 
from outside the parish such as John Seigenthaler, John 
Egerton, George Barrett, Joe Sweat and Anna Shepherd as 
well as presenters from within our community, such as Pa-
tout Burns, Robin Jensen, Bob O’Gorman, Paul Dokecki 
Victor Judge, Paul Dokecki and many others. 

Concurrently, Joceline directed our Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults program and shepherded dozens of 
adults into our fold while recruiting and organizing cat-
echists and sponsors. She still found time to start book 
clubs, foster faith sharing groups, organize an ongoing 
Laudato Si study group and lead us into several envi-
ronmental projects. It seemed she was everywhere! Con-
stantly directing individuals and groups to information, 
literature and resources which they might find helpful in 
their pursuits. She never failed to assert her heartfelt be-
liefs while respecting the views of others. She seemed to be 

able to do both with the same, ever-present smile. 
Then, just when we seemed to be running on all cylin-

ders, she announces that she will retire at the end of this 
year. I was devastated! Joceline was not only a full-time 
member of the parish staff but she had become a close 
friend to all of us. I knew this day was coming. I just did 
not want to accept it. Joceline became a part-time employ-
ee last year after John retired as Executive Director of the 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council. I know 
she wants to spend more time with him and their two 
daughters, Catherine and Suzanne and their dog, Joey. I 
hear she also wants to join a community choir! 

So, what will we do without her? Fortunately, we are 
blessed to have Jon Stotts, who has returned to Christ the 
King this year to take over R.C.I.A., until Joceline was 
ready to hand over the reins to all her domain to him. I 
know Jon will continue the fine work that Joceline initi-
ated and he will unquestionably do a great job.

But Joceline, please know that the entire parish appre-
ciates your hard work on our behalf and we appreciate 
the pleasant way you did your job. We will all miss you. 
I know that I will. To paraphrase the words of that old 
Irish ballad:

   A book in me hand and a drop in me eye
   A doleful parishioner I heard cry
     Joceline we hardly knew ye! W

2018 Women’s  
Council Dinner
By Mary Largay

E ach year the Women’s Council hosts an annual 
gala with our proceeds supporting our Christ 
the King School endowment and scholarship 

fund as well as donations to local Catholic charities. 
We are most grateful for your support and generous 
contributions. 

Again, we had a most successful live auction with 
opportunities for dinners with our fave, Fr. Dexter, 
the Bishop and a dinner with the Clean Plate Club 
… even a signed Predator’s jersey! Our silent auction 
was again a fun way to find a treasure for keeping 
or giving away. Also, one could take a chance on a 
mystery wine/cork … it was a huge success as all of 
the bottles of wine were gone very quickly.

This year we were entertained and danced to the 
music of the Harvest Moon Band, they performed 
many favorite pieces including a rendition of Don 
McLean’s signature song, “Vincent” also known as 
“A Starry, Starry Night.”

Our yummy hors d’oeuvres and dinner was again 
prepared by the Clean Plate Club, owned by one of 
our own parishioners, Chris Holmes … all was ex-
cellent.

If you joined us for this special event we hope you 
enjoyed the evening and if you were not able to make 
it this year, we invite you now to our next celebra-
tion planned for November 9, 2019.

A special huge thank you to all who worked so 
hard and tirelessly to make this a most memorable 
evening, we are blessed with many very talented and 
very generous parishioners. W

Then, just when we seemed to be running on all 
cylinders, she announces that she will retire at 
the end of this year. I was devastated!
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From Fr. Dexter
for us – the Christ who would not betray the source of our 
fear and pain. For in allowing ourselves to be known, truly 
known by another, we allow the other to bring Christ into 
our broken world. If we are to be free, if we are to rejoice 
in our being children of God, we must entrust to one who 
is worthy of the trust the secrets of our hearts. We must de-
cide never to live alone with our hearts’ fears and the pain 
which, all this time, we have borne in secret silence. Christ 
comes to us in a powerful way when we open ourselves and 
risk allowing other people to love even those parts of our-
selves that we find unlovable.

Our world and our Church have witnessed and suffered 
through much over the past 2000 years, and all our experi-
ences have brought us to where we are, for good and for ill. 
During Advent, we ought to take pen in hand and scribble 
down those moments of our life that have caused us the 
greatest fear, anxiety or loneliness, the moments that have 
made us who we are. Then, at Christmas, we ought to offer 
all of it to God and pray that He, who daily changes bread 
and wine into the body and blood of his son, may leap into 
our lives and change our fears, our anxieties and our loneli-
ness into joy.

As we await the fullness of the coming of the light, which 
is Christ, at Christmas, let us put aside our fears, if only for 
a moment, and open the treasures of our heart to Christ 
who makes himself present in someone we love or even, 
sometimes, in a stranger. May Christ who is always present 
help us to experience the power and the joy that come from 
being truly loved. W

A Message for Christmas

 W hen the first ghost in Dicken’s A Christmas Carol 
takes Scrooge back to Christmases past, the miser is 
allowed to observe from a distance some of the oc-

casions that made him who he had become in the middle of 
his life. He sees the times when he chose wealth and success 
over love. He is allowed to revisit his loneliness as a child – a 
loneliness that came from being unwanted by a parent. The 
experiences and decisions of our past make us who we are 
today. The power of that past cannot be overestimated.

Because our yesterdays are important, there can be no 
true spiritual gain, no genuine conversion, unless our past 
is acknowledged and embraced. There can be no gain be-
cause, if we have not come to terms with our past, we are 
not awake. And only those who are awake meet the bride-
groom when he comes. Each of us must come to understand 
the “why” of her fear, the “why” of his hate, the “why” of 
the burden of her life. We must ask “How did I come to be 
this way? How did I come to be here in this predicament? 
What is the source of my loneliness?”

Would that we could share honestly our fears and 
the painful moments of our past with friends and come 
to know what it really means for Christ to leap into our 
world. Would that we could trust the other to be Christ 
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cally have the most new faces, and we love that. If you’re 
curious at all, this is a great place to start. Our goal: by the 
end of the night, you’ll have 3 new numbers in your phone, 
an invitation to the next event, a smile on your face, and a 
bounce in your step (kidding about that last one). 

Formation: Have questions about the sacraments? The 
liturgy? The Eucharist? What about ghosts? These are just 
a few examples of topics that we’ve studied in Jon Stotts’ 
Thursday night talks. Additionally, we occasionally have 
“Ask A Priest” sessions. These formation events offer a wel-
coming place to ask questions and talk openly with peers 
about the culture, struggles, and traditions of our faith. 

Prayer: Each month, young adults are invited to join to-
gether in prayer through community rosaries before the 6pm 
mass on Sundays, weeknight masses, and adoration. Can 
you think of a better way to grow and support each other 
than an evening of adoration, followed by happy hour on 12 
South? I didn’t think so. 

Now that you know what Credo has to offer, we hope 
you’ll join us at our next event! Join our facebook group 
for all the latest up-to-date information (facebook.com/cred-
octk). Additionally we have a leadership team of about 15 
people that organize and run these events. If you’d like to 
be involved in the leadership team, we always welcome new 
faces and ideas! For further information, contact Jon Stotts 
at jon.stotts@ctk-nashville.org. W

By Cecilia Teichert

An Introduction to Credo

 “T hank you, God.” That was my only prayer, kneel-
ing in the pew before the 6 PM mass, looking up to 
see the four beautiful friends who had just joined 

me. I was five months new to Nashville and wondering how 
to build a community 2,000 miles outside my comfort zone. 
Turns out, it was easier than I thought. That Sunday night, 
sitting with four new friends and my amazing roommate, I 
couldn’t help but smile at how quickly God had answered my 
prayer for friendships that would support me in trying to live 
a fully Catholic life. Credo, the young adult group at Christ 
the King, is a community of friends doing just that.

I know my story is not unique; there are a lot of peo-
ple who have searched for and benefitted from friendships 
within Credo. I sincerely hope the rest of this short letter 
will shed some light on what Credo is and inspire some who 
might still be looking for good community to join us at fu-
ture events. 

Maybe you’ve never heard of Credo and you’re wonder-
ing what is this obscure Latin word doing in the bulletin? 
Credo, Latin for “I believe”, is the young adult group (20’s 
– 30’s) at Christ the King. We are a community support-
ing each other in living full, beautiful, and unapologetically 
Catholic lives. We host several different types of events that 
offer attendees a chance to grow in their faith alongside oth-
er young Catholics.

What does Credo do? So glad you asked. Each month, 
our events are formatted 
around what we call the “Four 
Pillars”: service opportunities, 
social events, spiritual for-
mation talks, and designated 
prayer time. 

Service: Every month we 
have volunteer opportuni-
ties with different non-profits 
around Nashville. This winter, 
we’re partnering with Room In 
the Inn and Fishes & Loaves to 
serve a hot meal and facilitate a 
place to sleep for our most vul-
nerable neighbors. Service op-
portunities vary each month, 
but no matter what event we’re 
working at, it’s always a re-
warding experience. 

Social: From bonfires and 
BBQs to happy hours, gor-
geous hikes and more, these 
are great opportunities to 
meet new people and build 
friendships. These events typi-
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Christ The King Participates in Nashville  
Releafing Day
By Sarah Angus

O n November 17, 2018, a bright and sunny Saturday 
before Thanksgiving, over 20 Christ the King parish-
ioners joined over 200 Nashville area volunteers to 

participate in the annual Nashville Releafing Day. Releaf-
ing Day is an annual tree planting event led by the Nash-
ville Tree Foundation where hundreds of trees are planted 
at local public schools and on private residences in an ef-
fort to replenish the Nashville’s tree population for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the community. Christ the King 
has participated in Releafing Day for three years and the 
parish volunteer group has consistently grown over time to 
represent one of the largest volunteer groups for the event. 

Releafing Day was born out of the Nashville Tree Foun-
dation’s ReLeaf Nashville project where over 6,000 trees 
were planted between 1998 and 2001 to replace some 
of the 20,000 lost to the tornadoes of April 1998. The 
Nashville Tree Foundation has joined together with sev-
eral municipal departments and other nonprofit organiza-
tions with an initiative to plant 500,000 trees in Davidson 
County by 2050. The initiative aims to counteract recent 
and upcoming tree losses due to the growth and develop-
ment of the Nashville area and anticipated tree losses due 
to the emerald ash borer infestation, which is anticipated 
to destroy the area’s ash trees.

This year the Christ the King parish group was assigned 
to Glengarry Elementary School and helped, alongside 
other volunteers, to plant 20 trees of eight different va-
rieties all around the school grounds. Jennifer Smith, the 
Nashville City Metro Horticulturalist, was on-site pro-
viding guidance on proper tree planting techniques. The 
Christ the King volunteer group planted Bay Magnolia, 
Bald Cypress, Black Gum, Shumard Oak and Tulip Poplar 
trees around the school’s playground and entrance. Several 
Christ the King staff, including Father Dexter, participated 
in the planting.  

Many of this year’s Christ the King Releafing volun-
teers are members of the Christ the King Laudato Si envi-
ronmental group, which seeks to implement the objectives 
within Pope Francis’ eco encyclical on the care of our com-
mon home, our planet Earth. Several initiatives have been 
taken by the group to create a more environmentally aware 
parish and to have a positive impact on the Earth, includ-
ing the Singing Rooster coffee project for the sister parish 
in Haiti and cup recycling at Sunday’s coffee and donuts. 
The group is also developing a new blog focused on provid-
ing information and tips on how to adopt more environ-
mentally beneficial habits and practices as individuals and 
families. If you have suggestions or are interested in joining 
the Christ the King Laudato Si group, please contact Jon 
Stotts at 615-777-8910 or jon.stotts@ctk-nashville.org. W Victor Hess (L) and Spencer Mullins

Left to right: Jessie Wynn, Cindy Bodfish, Ann Fontaine 
and Michael Fontaine
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By Kathy Reese

 W ith the Christmas Season fast 
approaching, life has been 
busy with classes, extra-cur-

ricular activities, and sports. A new 
proposal, the Kindness Campaign, has 
been introduced into the daily routine 
at CKS, and two teachers have begun 
the journey towards obtaining their 
masters degrees.

In September of this year, the dio-
cese initiated a Kindness Campaign to 
be launched in the diocesan schools. 
Mrs. Sara Smith, counselor at Christ 
the King School, has spearheaded this 
effort for our students. The Kindness 
Campaign was introduced at a school-
wide assembly in September ...“with a 
pledge to be kind, supportive, encour-
aging to others, thankful, responsible, 
and respectful.” 

Students received “Kindness Rocks” 
bracelets that remind them of ways to 
be kind during the day. Teachers have 
also been including kindness ideas in 
the morning class meetings. Each day 
of the week focuses on an aspect of 
kindness. To encourage students in 
this endeavor, Sara Smith makes an-
nouncements twice a day reminding 
them of the kindness topic for the day. 
On Mindful Monday Sara begins the 
week by reminding students … “ to be 
mindful or aware of your actions in the 
present.” Think Tuesday reaffirms that 
students should make sure that their 
words and actions are … “True, Help-
ful, Inspiring, Necessary, and Kind.” 
We Rise Wednesday calls on students to 
rise … “by helping others.” Thankful 
Thursdays encourage students to think 
of what they are grateful for. Students 
are asked to go out of their way to be 

friendly to someone on Friendly Friday. 
This behavior continues on the week-
end as students are reminded to be kind 
to family and friends.

Some students are noticing a differ-
ence in the actions and attitudes of oth-
er students because of this campaign. 
Joe Dennis feels that teammates have 
been kinder to him and to members of 
other teams. Evelyn Manno says that 
she has made an effort to be kinder to 
her parents when she goes home. Other 
students look for ways to perform ran-
dom acts of kindness. In this day and 
age, acts of kindness can only help to 
create a better world.

Earlier this fall, two teachers, Julie 
Schwarz and Kenneth Stephens, began 
the arduous task of working toward 
their graduate degrees. They are attend-
ing Trevecca Nazarene University and 
pursuing the Masters of Educational 
Leadership Degree. This is a fifteen-
month program with classes meeting 
on Saturdays. The program is conve-
nient for working people, including 
teachers who can focus on their school 
work during the week. Especially help-
ful for teachers at CKS is a fund that 
Sherry Woodman, principal of CKS, 
established a few years ago with money 
from a surplus at the end of the year. 
Librarian Rai Wood used money from 
this fund to complete her second Mas-

Julie Schwarz and Kenneth Stephens

ters this summer. In a similar way, Julie 
Schwarz and Kenneth Stephens will be 
able to avail themselves of this resource. 
At the completion of a successful semes-
ter, teachers receive partial reimburse-
ment of the tuition for that semester. 

Kenneth and Julie are excited to 
begin achieving their Masters degrees. 
He knows this degree will help his in-
struction in the classroom and will 
also strengthen his ...“call to the voca-
tion of working in education.” Kenneth 
has been introduced to instructional 
programs that will prove invaluable 
for him and his students. According to 
Julie, there was an option to take on-
line courses, but they agreed that the 
interaction among their instructors and 
classmates would be more beneficial. In 
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choosing this program, Julie wants ...“to be a leader in the 
community...” and this …”seemed to be the right fit and the 
right time.”

On another front, fall sports have completed their run. 
The cheerleading squad attended the Cheer Competition, 
which was held at John Paul ll High School on October 21, 
and came away with the Spirit Award. The varsity volleyball 
team, coached by Marcy Rehse and Maureen Neugent, and 
the junior varsity volleyball team, coached by Kate McGuin-
ness, had successful seasons. Varsity Volleyball won third 
place and Junior Varsity Volleyball finished in second place at 
the end-of-season-tournament. 

Seventh and eighth grade football players played on the 
Nashville Catholic Team, who had a great season going unde-
feated. Football players from 4th, 5th, and 6th grades played 
on the Central Catholic Team, and they had a successful sea-
son with only one loss. At the Diocesan Championship Meet in 
cross country, the girls’ team placed fourth, and the boys’ team 
placed third. Congratulations to all for such successful seasons.

A friendly reminder: Anyone interested in finding out 
more about Christ the King School for their children, the next 
Open House will be Wednesday, January 9, 2019, from 9:00 
– 11:00 a.m. W

 C offee is the big news 
from our twin par-
ishes! Under the 

leadership of Earl and 
Martha Weissert along 
with Tony Emmanuel, 
Christ the King is spear-
heading a project to begin 
growing export-grade cof-
fee in our two twin par-
ishes, Our Lady of Grace 
in Roche-Plate and Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Pilette. 
With the beginning of the 
wet season, the best time to start new coffee plants has ar-
rived. With seed money from Christ the King ($5,000), the 
latest plan is to plant 4,000 seedlings on at least six fields 
split between our two parishes. Farmers have already com-
mitted to participating in this endeavor. If successful, the 
project will result in profits to the area farmers and, we hope, 
expansion of the efforts to include large areas in the general 
vicinity of our twin parishes. The project is under the direc-
tion of local representatives of the Singing Rooster organiza-
tion – the company that produces coffee sold after Masses 
at Christ the King and (now) other area churches. DRINK 
MORE COFFEE!

We are also preparing for the installation of solar power 
equipment at our two parishes. Pilette, with its elementary 
school, has the start of a solar power system in place. It needs 
to be repaired, updated and expanded. Roche-Plate needs 
such a system. Both parishes are in rural areas with no public 
power supply. Currently, generators supply electric power ei-
ther fueled by propane gas or diesel fuel. Both are expensive. 
Most of the equipment and supplies for this project were sent 
to our parishes using the Sea Container shipment by the Par-
ish Twinning Organization of America last spring.

P. Dorcin at Our Lady of Sorrows has been able to add a 
seventh grade to the elementary school operation there. So 
far, it appears that the effort is going smoothly and has been 
successful. We have also funded the replacement of the roof 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Church.

All of this plus continuing operation of the two churches 
and Pilette’s elementary school has been possible because of 
your continuing generosity. Please continue to buy the Sing-
ing Rooster coffee ($3.00 from the sale of each bag goes to 
our twin parishes) and continue to contribute in the collection 
basket at Sunday Masses (use the green envelope contained 
every other month or just note on a check to Christ the King 
that the donation is meant for our Haiti Twin Parishes). W

News From Our Haiti 
Twin Parishes
By Dave Kuhlman
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MILESTONES IN FAITH August - November 2018
WEDDINGS
Drew Randall Daugherty and 
Taylor Christine Pruett
Eric Scott Deems & Amy 
Fidelis Harper
Colin Patrick Finn & Mallory 
Nichole Jackson
Evan Raymond Fortune & 
Lucy Isabel Cabrera
Daniel Keith Frame & Sarah 
Therese Curran
Jason Thomas Gast & Sarah 
Ann Davis
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Sarah Frances Maddox
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Stephen James Soufleris & 
Ellen Margaret Pigott
David John Tolley & Meghan 
Nicole Ruddy
Charles Thomas Worsham & 
Kristen Anne Korzenowski

BAPTISMS 
& NEWLY RECEIVED INTO 
THE CHURCH
Evan Miller Austill
Lucas Glenn Bailey
Kingston Ellis Beals
Jeffrey Finch Beulke
Kayla Grace Brown
Elizabeth Parks Burgdorf
James Finis Casey
Everley Claire Davis
Monico Jet Dec
Sally James Duggan

Kevin Charles Gatzke
James William Green
Mackenzie Grace Grunow
Ethan Paul Gunter
Theodore Jake Jelinek
Henry Patrick Lorance
Henry Dean McLaughlin
Miller Clare McLaughlin
Francis Emil Mondelli III
Joseph Thomas Mort
James Henry Onstott
Madeline Rose Perry
Elizabeth Esmat Roudi
Izlynn Annabelle Royal
Emma Marron Rubino
Bennett Alice Shinall
Hadley Margaret Stewart
Felicity Marie Stotts
Cecilia Whittam Thigpen
Nora Ann Tuck

NEW PARISHIONERS
Paulo Almeida
John & Deb Bakewell
Ryan & Catherine Bates
Ross & Jessica Beals
Cally Biagini
Constance Bishop
Kristen Bung
Sean & Lucia Butner
Patricia Casey-Ryan
Ann Marie Coffey
Chase Cole
Mick & Angela Connors
R.J. & Judy Cooper
Tim & Dina Corvino
Selene Covarrubias
Jim & Janie Daddario
George & Kathryn Dahir
Ron & Jeannine Ferrara
Kevin Fetsick & Brittany 
Wilkinson
Maggie Fontaine
Madison Gacioch
Jessica Geisinger

Kimberly Golladay
Paolo Guarisco & Kelsey 
Wiegand
Kathleen Guy
Paige Harrison
Jeremy & Tracy Haws
Duane & Christine Hayes
Todd Hellmann & Dana 
Bonaminio
David & Ann Herlitzka
Chris & Jovita Hernandez
Adam Hetzler
Steve & Susanne Jaskowski
Nick & Leah Jesse
Ege Kavalali & Lisa Monteggio
Caleb Lacombe
Adam & Leslie Marrale
Taylor Mason & Bridget 
Bernarding
Laura Masson
Lauren McCabe

Stephen & Aryn McHale
Matthew McKenna
Sean Meehan
Alex Morgan
Julia Morgan
Caitlin Mulloy
Craig & Gino Myers
Carl & Cyndi Neuhoff
Gary Parker
Lou & Becca Posey
Kathleen Reeves
Rod & Helen Roudi
Maidie Ryan
Dave & Amy Smith
Rob & Melissa Smithson
Nate & Briana Succop
John Sullivan
Lauren Tracy
Robby & Mandy Williams
Claire Wittenauer


