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Lord God, Master of the Vineyard,

How wonderful that you have invited us 
who labor by the sweat of our brow

to be workers in the vineyard
and assist your work

to shape the world around us.

As we seek to respond to this call, 
make us attentive to those who seek work 

but cannot find it.

Help us listen to the struggles of those
who work hard to provide for their families

but still have trouble making ends meet. 

Prayer for the Dignity of Work and the Rights of 
Workers



Open our eyes to the struggles of those exploited
and help us speak for just wages and safe conditions,

the freedom to organize, and time for renewal.
For work was made for humankind

and not humankind for work.
Let it not be a vehicle for exploitation

but a radiant expression of our human dignity.

Give all who labor listening hearts 
that we may pause from our work 

to receive your gift of rest.

Fill us with your Holy Spirit
that you might work through us to let your justice reign.

Amen.



Labor Song: “Which Side Are You On?”
Written by Florence Reece (1931) & sung by Pete Seeger (1967)



Discussion Question

What has been your experience of unions?

Have you or anyone you know 

been a member of a union? 



This article appeared in the February 2016 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 81, No. 2, page 49).

http://uscatholic.org/february2016


The Church in America Embraces Unions and the 
Minimum Wage 

Cardinal Mundelein and President Roosevelt

Slide content credit: Catholic Labor Network 
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Unions    +     Minimum Wage Laws     =  



Interconnection of race, labor, and social justice

Fr. Ted Hesburgh CSC & MLK Jr. singing ‘We Shall Overcome.” 
June 21, 1964, Soldier Field, Chicago





Memphis Sanitation Workers Strike 1968

What do you remember about this time?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzRUwwRQzVc#action=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzRUwwRQzVc#action=share




I am sure that God did not intend that there be so many poor. The 
class structure is of our making and our consent, not His. It is the 
way we have arranged it, and it is up to us to change it. -
DOROTHY DAY, THE CATHOLIC WORKER,APRIL 1953

Dorothy Day with Cesar Chavez and Coretta Scott King, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
New York City, 1973.

Courtesy of the Department of Special Collections and University Archives, 
Marquette University Libraries & Catholic News Service



United Farmworkers Strike 1973

Have you ever been involved in a strike or boycott?  

What was it for?



Model of Faith: César Chávez 

What struck you from the video?

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-vid-cesar-chavez/video/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americon-vid-cesar-chavez/video/

