
Together † Embracing the Corporal Works of Mercy 
 

Christ the King's Corporal Works of Mercy initiative benefits two organizations – Habitat for Humanity and 
Mur-Ci Homes, which aid and comfort some of the weakest and most vulnerable members of our 
community. Our Peace through Justice Ministry and our Knights of Columbus continue to take the lead in 
organizing manpower and financial support for these projects. 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Our Habitat build takes place each fall as we partner with other Catholic parishes – this year with the 
Cathedral and hopefully one other parish – to pay for the materials and provide the labor for the construction 
of a home for a deserving family. Our parish supplies 44 workers for one of the four weekends necessary to 
build the house – this year, October 24-25.  Habitat requires workers to maintain social distance and provides 
all workers with their own hardhats, safety glasses, gloves, and masks which they may keep. 
 

It is hard, if not impossible, for us to imagine what it would be like to be unable to provide adequate housing 
for our families or to be forced to live in cramped, insect-infested and unsafe apartments. Yet, it is within our 
power to help change some lives by shouldering an ongoing commitment to Habitat for Humanity.  
 

To be eligible for a Habitat home, a family must complete 80 hours of required classes and have logged 100 
hours of work on other Habitat houses. The family also is required to make a $2,500 down payment and sign 
a mortgage for the full appraised value of their home. This year only 11% of the applicants were approved. 
 

We will build a Habitat home for Brianna Taylor and her 2 children ages 8 and 2 this 
fall.  Brianna works as a clinical coordinator for United Healthcare Optum and attends 
Nashville State Community College.  She hopes to earn her degree soon and advance 
in her current occupation. She applied for the Habitat program because she lives in a 
crime-infested area and finding safe housing has become her top priority.   
 

Mur-Ci Homes Parties 
As part of a long tradition, the Knights of Columbus sponsor – and our parish hosts – a 
Christmas party for the persons supported by Mur-Ci Homes and the staff members 

who care for them. Mur-Ci Homes was founded in 1960 by parents of children suffering from profound 
developmental disabilities as an alternative to having their sons and daughters institutionalized in state 
facilities. Mur-Ci Homes currently has the capacity to support 72 persons – whose ages vary from as young 
eight to more than 80, several of whom have lived at Mur-Ci Homes for 30 years or more. 
 
The festive occasion, complete with Christmas-inspired table decorations, is 
set against the backdrop of live Christmas music by volunteer musicians, and 
the Knights prepare and serve almost 200 meals for our guests. The highlight 
comes when Santa arrives to distribute presents to every resident, made 
possible through your donations. All parishioners are invited to attend the 
party and experience firsthand the incredible sense of service and gratitude 
that permeates the parish hall on this day.  
 

Building on this tradition and through your generosity, the Knights 
have added a summer festival for Mur-Ci Homes, right on its 
campus, feeding and entertaining a large crowd of residents, family 
members and staff.  Unfortunately, the fourth annual festival slated 
for June 2020 was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
significant risks it presents for this very vulnerable population.  In 
lieu of the party, Christ the King donated $5,000 from the MCH 
fund – what the Knights had spent on the party last year – to MCH 

so they could carry out a safer alternative celebration for staff and residents.  God willing, the show will go 
on next summer, but if a gathering is not possible, the Knights will continue to support the summer festival 
in some form or fashion. 


