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Christ the King Habitat House to Become Home 
for Shirdon and Rahma
By Jim Bryan

O n Sunday, March 20, the finishing touch-
es were put on our Christ the King Habi-
tat house, one of the last five houses to be 

constructed in this neighborhood. We even fin-
ished around 2:00 p.m., a couple of hours before 
our normal quitting time. Over the previous four 
weekends, well over 100 parishioners, including 
clergy, erected the walls, raised the roof, and in-
stalled windows, doors, siding, kitchen counters, 
and landscaping. Many volunteered to work on 
multiple days. We started on a chilly, wet Satur-
day morning in February, gathering together on 
nothing more than a concrete slab to say a prayer 
as we began our work. Four weeks later, we are 
leaving a completed house to be purchased by our 
new friends Shirdon Geele and his wife, Rahma 
Elmi, and their five children. 

Shirdon and Rahma are real troopers. Despite 
her condition, Rahma must have swept the f loor 
a thousand times over the build period. No dirt was going to mar 
her new house! I think they were the first to arrive every day—
and the last to leave. One day when I thought I was the last vol-
unteer to leave the job site and started walking toward my car, I 
felt someone’s hand on my shoulder. I turned to find Shirdon, 
who had to run to catch up to me, just to say, once again, “thank 
you.” They are gracious and grateful. All Habitat homeowners are 
appreciative, but Shirdon and Rahma are in a class all by them-
selves. On the last build day, they gave David Stamps and I a 
handwritten thank you note with a Starbucks gift card inside. It 
was money they could have spent on their new house or on their 
children. That is just the kind of people they are!

In the coming weeks, Shirdon and Rahma will be preparing for 
the move into their new home and closing the loan on their house. 
Habitat homeowners pay the full fair market value of the house, 
without interest, so it is affordable. Their monthly payments are 

Shirdon and Rahma on Day 1—The concrete slab for their future home
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made to a fund that Habitat uses to purchase land for houses to be 
built in the future. 

On Thursday, June 10, at 3:30 a dedication ceremony will be 
held at their house, located at 4229 Polk Forrest Circle. Father 
Dexter and Father Phan will bless the house, and the family will 
be presented with an American f lag and the keys to their home. 
There will be remarks from Habitat officials and Christ the King 
representatives. The family will then begin their journey toward 
making their house into a home.

All Christ the King parishioners are invited to the dedication, 
and I hope you will try to attend. 
It will last less than 30 minutes, 
and it is a heartwarming experi-
ence. It is also impressive to see 
the 178 houses in the Park Pre-
serve subdivision that were all 
constructed by Habitat volunteers. 
The neat, clean appearance of the 
houses and yards are immediately 
noticeable and manifest the pride 
the owners display in their homes. 

Directions to the dedication will 
be available, but we know many 
parishioners will not be able to at-
tend on a weekday. So, we are or-
ganizing a reception at Christ the 
King to be held on Sunday, June 
6, for the family so that you might 
have an opportunity to meet them 
and congratulate them, and they 
may express their gratitude to our 
parishioners. Watch the Bulletin 
and website for the time and exact The nearly finished house

location on the campus. 
Several people have asked about 

housewarming gifts for the fam-
ily. Shirdon tells me that there are 
three items they would really want: 
a microwave, a mixer, and a car-
pet cleaner. If you are so inclined, 
we are asking parishioners to pur-
chase a Target gift card in whatever 
amount you would like, and we will 
give the cards to the family at the 
reception. If you cannot come to the 
reception in person, please make 
sure your gift cards get to the parish 
office by Friday, June 4.

When Shirdon and Rahma came 
to America, owning their own 
home was beyond any imaginable 
dream. They are delighted that 
they will soon own a home in a 
safe neighborhood with a yard for 
their children to play in. They are 
extremely grateful for the opportu-

nity they have received. However, the members of our parish 
community—those who contributed financially, those who of-
fered their labor and the sweat of their brows, those who helped 
with our publicity and organization, and those who prayed for 
the success of our project—received much, much more. That is 
what I have been told by a countless number of our volunteers. I 
believe it is true. I believe that it is in giving that we receive. W
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Rosary Reflection
By Rose Anderson

L ately, my twin eight-year-olds have be-
come the language police. “Don’t say 
crap, Momma, say carp.” Hardly the 

same thing. “Daddy, don’t say God like that, 
use gosh.” This has extended even into prayers. 
When we head to swim practice, we pass a small 
cemetery. I’m not sure how this started, but the 
kids say a Hail Mary as they pass the cemetery. 
I follow the Hail Mary with the Fatima Prayer, 
“Oh my Jesus, forgive us our sins…” When I get 
to the word hell, they will simultaneously yell, 
“beep” as if I’m on a TV show and the inap-
propriate words are being bleeped out. While 
I’ve tried to explain that using the word hell to 
describe a place versus saying the word hell in 
anger are two different matters, this does not 
seem to make a difference to them. Words are 
words, rules are rules, and intent does not mat-
ter to eight-year-olds.

This phase in their lives has made me consider the rules I fol-
low and my intent in following the rules. One of the areas I’ve 
examined is how I pray. I grew up saying the Rosary. I have very 
boring memories as a kid of kneeling in our family room after 
dinner praying the Rosary with my family. It was what my par-
ents grew up doing, and my dad at 93 years continues this as a 
daily practice. In fact, to my and my siblings’ amusement, it was 
one of his criteria for a caretaker. Find someone who can pray the 
Rosary with him. 

For years I’ve struggled saying the Rosary. It takes a long time, 
I never feel as if I get anything out of it except the satisfaction of 
completing a task, marking it off my to-do list. And yet I persist, 
I keep pushing myself to pray the Rosary. I leave it for the end 
of the day when I’m tired and ready to sleep, and inevitably I do 
fall asleep in the middle of a Hail Mary. However, I’m not the 
only one who finds praying the Rosary challenging. St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux is quoted as saying, “When alone (I am ashamed to 
admit it) the recitation of the rosary is more difficult for me than 
the wearing of an instrument of penance.” 

I mentioned my struggle with the Rosary to a spiritual friend, 
and she asked me in what ways I connect with God that aren’t 

burdensome to me. I quickly mentioned taking long walks and 
writing in my journal. Both of which take as much time if not 
more than praying the Rosary. 

“Why don’t you do those as your prayer life instead of the Ro-
sary?” she asked. 

“Really? That doesn’t feel like it should count,” I replied.
“And why not? Why doesn’t it count?” she inquired.
I wasn’t trying to be funny when I said, “Well, because it’s easy 

for me and I actually enjoy it.”
She challenged me to try it for Lent this year. No Rosary, but 

walk and write. You would think this would be fairly easy to 
replace a difficult ritual with an enjoyable one, but it wasn’t. I 
felt so guilty. I would write or walk, but by the end of the day 
I would feel unsettled because I hadn’t tried to say the Rosary. 
Even though I knew the feeling was coming from a sense of guilt. 
Intent matters. Is my intent to place a check on my mental to-do 
list, or to deepen my relationship with God? Am I praying the 
Rosary because my parents considered it the correct way to pray, 
or do I find a prayer life that actually enriches my spiritual life? 

As Lent comes to a close, I haven’t given up on praying the 
Rosary, but it will be an accompaniment to my prayer life and 
not the central practice. I lean on St. Thérèse again, “Sometimes 
when my mind is in such aridity that it is impossible to draw 
forth one single thought to unite me with God, I very slowly re-
cite an ‘Our Father’ and then the ‘Hail Mary;’ then these prayers 
give me great delight; they nourish my soul much more than if I 
had recited them precipitately a hundred times.” 

For now, I’m saying a Hail Mary or an Our Father as a way to 
remind myself of God and as a way to say thanks throughout the 
day. It could be while waiting at a stoplight or in the carpool lane 
or looking out a window. These one-time, daily prayers bring me 
a sense of thankfulness and connect me to Spirit more often than 
trying to cram in several decades at the end of the day. Everyone’s 
prayer life changes as we grow and change as individuals. Hope-
fully this change in my prayer life doesn’t land me in “beep!” W
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By Louis Roberts

Thank You, Room in the Inn Volunteers

D id you know 
that Christ 
the King par-

ticipated in Room in 
the Inn this past year? 
We took our five-star 
service on the road 
and welcomed our 
neediest neighbors at 
the gym and kitchen 
of St. Vincent de Paul 
Church. 

Each Wednesday 
night, from Novem-
ber through March, 
10 to 14 homeless 
men received food, 
shelter, and love from 
our volunteers, in-
cluding some high 
school students and 
the church’s eighth-grade Confirmation candidates. The first 
thing the volunteers learn is that Room in the Inn is not staged. 
This is real life walking in the door.

We are moved by the mutual affection experienced as we all 
share the blessings God provides. Love reveals itself through 
charitable service. Our community proudly provides prayer and 
acts on specific prayer requests from our guests. 

Volunteers of all ages partner with the downtown Room in the 
Inn team, finding out that service opportunities are not seasonal. 
Our prayer is that the student and adult volunteers are inspired to 
a lifetime of devotion to charity. 

A Father Ryan student who has demonstrated this attitude 
says, “The gratitude of the guests inspires me and makes me 
grateful for everything in my life—such a tiny commitment for 

such a fulfilling reward.”
Describing our volun-

teers, one of our guests 
commented, “Everybody 
is a blessing to somebody, 
but you guys are a blessing 
to many.”

The downtown Room 
in the Inn staff has ex-
pressed gratitude, saying, 
“When the temperatures 
dropped, you opened your 
doors and your hearts to 
your guests. Your compas-
sion saved lives.”

Room in the Inn at 
Christ the King Church 
is actively recruiting vol-

unteers for 
next year. 
Christ tells 
us, “The poor 
you have with 
you always.” 
Help us, as 
his Church, 
a c c o m p a n y 
those suffer-
ing from ex-
treme pover-
ty, and maybe 
help carry 
s o m e o n e ’ s 
cross.

Love God 
and your 
n e i g h b o r —
C h r i s t ’ s 
greatest com-
mand. Opportunities for both are at Room in the Inn.

In the Gospel our Lord gives followers a riddle—the poor you 
have always, me just a little.

But then he says, Lo, I am with you eternally. My sheep hear 
my voice, I know them, they follow me.

To put a stop to evil, we love beyond what is due. Serving the 
least of our neighbors we serve Jesus too.

The leftover fragments are always collected, let’s cherish the 
ones for whom Chris was resurrected.

If you can’t feed one hundred then only feed one, we serve God 
serving others, there’s work to be done. W

A guest receives a Bible A guest enjoys homemade pound cake

Students decorated a small tree
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Greetings from Haiti 2021
By Earl and Martha Weissert

T hough the pandemic has made travel to Haiti impossible 
this year, Father Dorcin, pastor of our sister parish in Pi-
lette, has kept in touch. He sends regular updates on the 

projects that are dear to us, the things that our parish so gener-
ously supports through donations and by buying Haitian coffee.

Foremost in our minds is the progress of the school. As you 
know, the proceeds from the coffee sales are used to support the 
teachers’ salaries. In the last three years, the parish school in 
Pilette has added seventh, eighth, and ninth grades. Last year’s 
enrollment, through grade eight, was 256 total students. This 
year with the new ninth grade, it has risen to 311; 146 girls and 
165 boys. The children who once told us they wanted to be able 
to stay in their school beyond grade six should be in ninth grade 
now!

We built the Wi-Fi system for the parish. We have funded 
connection to the server and have supplied the school with com-
puters so the older students can receive certification required by 
the state. 

We have helped to pay the salaries of the additional teachers 
needed for the higher grades.

We have shipped masks and face shields to keep them safe. No 
cases of COVID-19 have been reported in the clinics in our sister 
parishes in Roche-Plate and Pilette. 

The Christ the King family has been working hard to make 
a difference in the lives of the children of Haiti. More than 
300 Haitian children have an opportunity to better themselves 
through Catholic education. The Haitian Ministry at Christ the 
King thanks everyone who helps make this possible. W

Students in Haiti asked us to add a seventh grade to their school when 
we visted them in January 2018

Dave Kuhlman shares a cup of Singing Rooster coffee with Father 
Dorcin, pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows, our sister parish in Pilette, on 
his Nashville trip in 2016

I n spite of the COVID pandemic and subsequent shut-
down, Christ the King Women’s Council has persevered 
and is ready to move ahead. Even though we could not have 

regular meetings, the officers were able to meet several times 
over the summer in the grotto observing protocols for safety. 
In these meetings, we focused on advancing strategic plans for 
moving forward.  

These plans included forming committees for membership, 
communication, continual learning, faith sharing, fundrais-
ing, and social activities. We also explored other ways for vol-
unteering in the church and school. To generate some ideas 
for the Women’s Council, we will distribute a survey to the 
women in the parish asking for ideas to enhance our involve-
ment in the parish.  

We also worked on alternatives to our annual dinner/auc-
tion, which raises funds for our continued financial support 
for the church and school. An online auction seemed like the 
only answer. Mary Ann Collins and Susan Murphy volun-
teered to set it up. They laid the ground work for the auction 
and then enlisted the help of Jennifer Harris, development di-
rector for CKS. Her help was invaluable. A huge Thank You 
goes out to Jennifer, Mary Ann, and Susan. Because of their 
effort and hard work, the proceeds from the auction helped 
fund our annual scholarship for the school and provide help 
for our other causes.  

We are excited that things are beginning to open up. Our 
plan right now is to have a picnic/meeting in June. We are 
looking forward to getting together and planning for future 
activities. W

Women’s Council
By Kathy Reece
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By Tracey Williamson

Mrs. Woodman in her first year as principal

Mrs. Woodman 
Returns to Her 
First Love

T he Christ the King School student 
skips to the office excited to receive 
the blue birthday ribbon. “So, how 

are you going to celebrate your birthday?” 
asks the principal as she smiles warmly 
at the child. The principal is Mrs. Sherry 
Woodman, and she just loves recognizing 
the students’ birthdays. She has been do-
ing it for years and the children proudly 
wear their special ribbon all day at school. 

Mrs. Woodman is like that—she rec-
ognizes the small joys in the everyday life 
of schoolchildren. Having grown up in 
Catholic schools, it seemed only natural 
that she would return as a teacher. She 
graduated from George Peabody College 
of Vanderbilt in 1981 with a double ma-
jor in Elementary Education and Special 
Education. Sherry was promptly hired 
on as a first- and second-grade teacher at 
Saint Bernard Academy and taught there 
for six years. When her son, John, was 
born, she decided to be a stay-at-home 
mom for a while. 

At that time, Jay and Sherry were pa-
rishioners of Christ the King Church, 
and she was elected to the school board 
in 1988. She was eager to get back in 
touch with the education world and be-
gan advocating for competitive teacher 
salaries and exploring the latest in educa-
tional research. When John started pre-
school, Sherry crossed paths with Tracey 
Williamson, who happened to be team 
teaching with Sue Higdon at the time. 
Tracey was looking for a maternity leave 

substitute, and Sherry jumped at the opportunity to be back in the classroom. That was 
in 1992. She hasn’t left the halls of CKS since.

Principal Alice Valiquette saw the master teacher in action as a substitute and hired 
Sherry as the new part-time math resource teacher that fall. Sherry spent two years in 
that position until she became the full-time seventh-grade teacher. During those initial 
years, she worked diligently to design, fund-raise, and stock a new science lab all while 
teaching students 12-13 years old. When her son began middle school at CKS, the tim-
ing was right for her to make another change. 

Mrs. Valiquette knew Sherry had a Special Education degree and had previously 
served on a committee that developed resources for children with special learning needs. 
Together, Alice and Sherry started to build a learning support program for children 
with reading disabilities at Christ the King School. There was no precedent for such 
a program in the Nashville Catholic school system, so Sherry worked to implement 
the Wilson Language Training Program, write IEP/SSP for students, provide meet-
ing agendas for parent conferences, and develop researched-based methods to measure 
progress and success. Some CKS students needed such plans, and one child in particular 
needed the compassion, knowledge, and expertise that Sherry could provide. 

That student was Taylor Krieg, who entered Christ the King School as the first stu-
dent with Down Syndrome. She entered the CKS special needs program at the request 
of her parents and had three other siblings at the school. Along with teaching other 
students to read, Sherry developed an individualized curriculum for Taylor. Taylor’s 
mother, Natalie Krieg, says, “Taylor left Mrs. Woodman with confidence and knowl-
edge. Exactly what we wanted all of our children to leave with! What we didn’t realize is 
what Sherry taught Taylor and her classmates, f lowed over into other students and new 
friends that she and her classmates came in contact with. Sherry not only taught Taylor, 
but because she was willing to teach Taylor, she taught so many others!”

While Sherry was busy teaching Taylor how to read, cook, and develop daily living 
skills, Sue Higdon retired as the fifth-grade homeroom teacher/assistant principal. Fr. 
Mallett appointed Sherry to be the next assistant principal for Mrs. Valiquette. Sherry 
graciously accepted the position and immediately became involved in learning more 
about the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) accreditation. She and 
Alice, along with teacher Larry Langley, initiated the first accreditation at CKS, and 
Sherry continued to lead the accreditation process at our school for many years. 

Mrs. Valiquette retired in 2003, and Dr. Christine Gebhardt became the new CKS 
principal. Sherry agreed to stay on as her assistant principal and it became apparent 
that Sherry’s knowledge of the classroom culture was an asset and a strength. She was 
a progressive educator who followed educational research, trends, and opportunities 
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• STEM principles integrated with 
science and math curriculum

• Annual STEM Fair
• Established the Principals Cup to 

encourage and reward independent 
reading

• Established a fund to help teachers 
earn graduate degrees

• Introduced Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd in Pre-K and K and cre-
ated the Atrium (sacred space) with 
Mrs. Mathew 

• Solarbration for the 2017 solar eclipse
• Best of Music City three years in a 

row
• School involvement in CTK Haiti 

Twin Parish program
• #CKSCaresForCreation Environ-

mental Initiative
Taylor Krieg is now 33 years old. She 

reports that she loves to read and reads 
books every day. When asked what she 
would like to say to Mrs. Woodman, she 
responded, “Do you still have your cat 
Molly? I love you!”

Sherry’s love for the children and dedi-
cation to the learning support program 
has been a constant throughout her 28 
years at CKS. We will miss her as prin-
cipal but feel fortunate that she wants to 
return to her first love, special education. 
As our next reading resource teacher, we 
will continue to see her in the halls and 
classrooms at Christ the King School. 
Mrs. Woodman has come full circle and 
the schoolchildren will be all the better 
for it. W

with a depth of knowledge and a gift for 
analyzing and synthesizing situations 
and events. Together, they expanded our 
faculty’s repertoire of assessments to in-
clude formative assessment and added a 
standardized writing assessment. Sherry 
served as vice principal at Christ the King 
School for 13 years. Sherry says, “From 
both principals, I learned about prioritiz-
ing the needs of the students. They both 
have been mentors and role models for me 
as principal. They created a strong foun-
dation for the work I have done.”

After eight years as the reading special-
ist/assistant principal, Sherry returned to 
the classroom as the new second-grade 
teacher/assistant principal. Her dedica-
tion to preparing the children to receive 
their sacraments for the first time was al-

ways apparent. In her role as a teacher, she was always caring for those who were sick or 
had experienced tragedy. Building the learning support program was still a priority and 
Sherry implemented the Wilson Language Training Program in the second-grade class-
room. Soon after, it was adapted as the primary phonics program for the lower grades. 
Sherry taught second grade for six years. 

In 2012, Dr. Gebhardt took a position at The University of Notre Dame, and Fr. 
Dexter approached Mrs. Woodman about the opportunity to become the next school 
principal. After discussing the situation with her family, Sherry accepted the job. She 
has been principal for nine years and has continued to build the learning support pro-
gram and serve this community with love and grace. Some of the accomplishments she 
is most proud of during her time as principal are: 
• Purchased the first portable, handheld devices (iPads) and now we are 1:1 in grades 

1-8 and 1:5 in Pre-K and K
• Established an endowment for long-term financial viability, the Forever Fund
• Stephen Benneyworth sculpture installed on campus
• Established the Stephen F. Hupka Diversity Scholarship to welcome minority stu-

dents 
• Five Year Strategic Plan that included a comprehensive marketing plan
• New, improved school uniform look to enhance our brand
• Established Parent Partnership Series 

(speakers for parent education four 
times per year)

• Raider Reps (parent representatives 
from each grade meet quarterly to 
exchange information and increase 
school/parent communication)

• Departmentalization of middle school 
• Establishment of cohesive, progressive, 

and consistent middle school expecta-
tions 

• Enhanced school security measures 
(cameras, procedures, Raptor visitor ac-
cess system)

• Started after school drama program
• Science Olympiad team
• Library renovation
• Expanded student support to include 

math learning specialist and after 
school assisted study hall
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Degrees of Connection
By Carolyn Goddard

M y children introduced me to the Kevin Bacon game, a 
way of connecting an actor to Kevin Bacon in terms of 
other people. For example, Jennifer Lawrence has two 

degrees of separation from Kevin Bacon. She was never in a mov-
ie with him, but was in a movie with an actor who was in a movie 
with Kevin Bacon. Therefore, her Bacon number is 2. 

I was not good at this game, but it did lead me to wonder how 
many degrees of separation there might be between any two 
people on earth. Assuming we could make connections through 
just food and clothing; wouldn’t the number between any two 
people on earth be low? Consider how many people I am linked-
in with when I eat a piece of bread. There’s the wheat farmer 
and harvester, the truckers who take the wheat to whoever mills 
it, the bakers and all the other people at Sara Lee, again with 
the truckers, the shelf stockers and checkout personnel at Kroger 
or Dozen or Whole Foods—and all the people connected to all 
those people in any way. And we would need to do the same with 
people involved with all the other ingredients. Applying the same 
process to clothing even takes us farther afield as so much of our 
clothing comes from foreign places.

Conceiving of how many ways any two people on earth might 
be connected by linking them to other people is beyond me—I 
am not good at math. (I believe there is great truth in the no-
tion that there are three kinds of people in the world—those who 
are good at math and those who are not.) Since I do not have a 
supercomputer to help me trace such links, I am giving up on 
the Bacon number concept. I suggest we determine the degrees 
of separation between any two people from a theological per-
spective. That answer, according to the Bible, is one. We are all 
made in God’s image and are therefore, in essence, a unity. As 
our Catholic tradition attests, we are one.

It is one thing to say we are bonded to each other; another to 
act like it. Indeed, even in families of origin, it is sometimes hard 
to treat a family member with the respect and kindness such a re-
lationship presupposes. How much harder to treat a person who 
sees things differently, who has a different way of talking, who 
frightens me or has harmed me. 

I have no idea how I might come to see the degree of my inter-
connectedness with others. Would it help to name aspects I think 
separate us? Would it be good to seek out the links that tie us 
together? What if I sought to decrease the number of degrees 
of separation between myself and others by simple proximity? 
Not being good at 
math, I don’t know 
what the statisti-
cal odds are of my 
learning to live 
with an aware-
ness of my inter-
connectedness to 
you—I only know 
that we are. W
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Youth Ministry
By Jaimie Gorman

Y outh Group kicked off on April 18, 2021, and it was an 
overwhelming success for both our middle school and 
high school youth groups! We look forward to our summer 

meetings and outings. 
We will begin our regular bi-weekly meetings in August. 

Middle School Youth Group meets Sundays 4:30-5:30 p.m., 
and High School Youth Group meets Sundays 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Contact Jaimie Gorman to sign up for Youth Group, or visit ctk.
org/youth-ministry. W

Middle School Youth Group: Rising 6th-8th Grade
High School Youth Group: Rising 9th-12th Grade

Middle School kickoff party

Sims Downey at the Middle School kickoff party
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Venn Stany, Nora Doyle, Gussie Miller, Kendall St. Charles, Jack 
Rohling, Jonathan Morgan, Grace Darke, Grace Holland, Emma 
Rehse, and Marina Chiames at the High School kickoff party

Audrey Parlier, Kate Miller, Sullivan Strobel, McKay McGuinness, 
Caroline Meyer, Rachael Wehby, Kailey Nicholson, and Nicoletta 
Chiames at the High School kickoff party

True Notes
By Deacon Bob

I t’s hard for an 87-year-old man to keep up with the slang lan-
guage of today. I figured out the one about 2020; like instead 
of saying, “I had a bad day,” say, “I had a 2020 day.” But I 

had to go to Wikipedia to learn about woke and cancel culture. 
Woke I understand. Cancel culture I don’t. Why would any per-
son want to ruin the life of another for something they did, es-
pecially in their youth 20 years ago? Didn’t we all do something 
stupid, something we regret in our past? I certainly am guilty. In 
some circles the idea has even caught on by making up the “some-
thing” about another, and then getting that spread by others (a 
benefit of social media). The fake “something” is even happening 
in schools. But assuming it’s true, should we remove the idea of 
redemption from our society?

My father taught me with modern proverbs, like—A penny 
saved is a penny earned. The one that seems to fit is, “People who 
live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.” Who’s perfect? I’m 
only aware of one man. So, what does He say about this? “Stop 
judging, that you may not be judged. For as you judge, so will 
you be judged, and the measure with which you measure will be 
measured out to you.” (Matthew 7:1-2)

The Lord really laid it on the line later when the Pharisees 
tried to trip him up, and one of them, a scholar of the law, asked 
him, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the great-
est?” He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like 
it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and 
the prophets depend on these two commandments.” (Matthew 
22:36-40) Perhaps therein lies the problem, the people of the 
cancel culture don’t really love themselves? But if that could be. 
If all we Christians could truly embrace those two great com-
mandments, and love ourselves as children of God, there would 
still be disagreement, but much less division; and we would be 
far advanced in the building of the Kingdom Christ began here 
on earth.

(Scripture quotes taken from the New American Bible) W

Izzy Willers, Taylor McCall, Owen Willers, and William Dean at the 
High School kickoff party T 
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Our annual parish Easter Egg Hunt was on Easter morning, 
after the 9:00 a.m. liturgy. W

Easter Egg Hunt

Candidates: Jack Halloran, Wyatt Stany, Jacob Anton, Zach 
Arguello, and Parker Causey

Candidates: Gracie Sevier, Kadence Kovalick, and Hudson Hickey 
with Sponsor Mary Hudson

Candidate: Alena Ellis with Sponsor Lori Ogden

Candidates celebrated the sacrament of Confirma-
tion on April 11, 2021, at the Church of Sagrado 
Corazón.

Confirmations
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November 9, 2020 - April 14, 2021

WEDDINGS
Ben Joseph Colalillo and 
Colleen Ruth Haadsma
Benedicto Angelo Fernandes 
and Allison Leigh Espada
Charles Thomas Herron and 
Hannah Elizabeth Stann
Dominic Alexander Rota and 
Lauren Danielle Kisner

BAPTISMS
Scarlett Anne Averill
Miller Gray Baylosis
Wyatt James Bontrager
Ashton Lawrence Bridenstine
Finley Grant Bridenstine
Oliver Woods Bridenstine
Allison Claire Carroll
Henry Joseph Carter
Katherine Ruth Dickman
Harriet Rose Girouard
Henry David Hayes
Lucy Irene Hipp
James Rothwell Hollihan
Tyler Jack Lawson
Harrison Francis Luebbert
Aleena Lillian Grace 
Mantucca
Prudenzia Marie Meehan
Keating Clare Meyer
Mary Charles Nebel
Waverly Anne Peyton
Daisy Elizabeth Pogue
Elle James Pollard
Nora Jean Renner
Roman Joseph Rich
John Frasier Roudi
Raegan Jane Royal
Benjamin Wallace Ruberg
Teresa Paola Dianna Schmitz
Aubrey Corrinne Spore
Leyton Sophia Storey
Charlotte Ann Vogt
Vivian Lee Whitney

ADULT 
INITIATIONS 
BAPTISMS
Dylan Baylosis
Adam Harthcock

Aaron Lovely
Morgan Williams

RECEIVED INTO FULL 
COMMUNION
Evan Fortune
Hunter Hardin
Isaac Melton

NEW 
PARISHIONERS
Ray Arguello
Barbara Bechamps
Allison Blumer
Cacky Breland
Kate Cacopardo
Pete and Lori Cordelli
Sam D’Amico
Joe De Pinho
Matt Dumblauskas
Shay Enzweiler
Kylie Fahel
Doreen Flash
Aleksandra Gallan
Mykayla Gallan
Anna Garr
Joey Geisinger
Adam and Kristen Gorman
Elizabeth Hardesty
Dani Healey
Peggy Henderson
Kayla Hill
Kevin Jones and Chelsea 
LeBlanc
Sarah Keville and Michael 
Callahan
Adam Klenk and Emmie 
Bullinger
Angie Kowalik
Sam and Barbara Lane
Dan and Leah Lilly
Kam and Aimee Luchterhand
Alan Makhoul
Dom Malnar
Stephen Mariucci and Devin 
Dilday
Christopher and Michele 
Marsicano
Cary and Julie Martin
Jason and Tricia Mathisen
Giacomo and Monica Meeker
Nick Miller and Sarah Diehl

Adam Morgan and Amanda 
McCalla
Madeline Morris
Jan Musick
Curtis Nims and Xrystina 
Bicoy
Nick and Jessica Northington
Diane Ogrodny
Zach and Macy Otten
Austin Perkins
Christine Quillin
David and Jackie Raney
Cory Reno and Sarah Ramsey
Patricia Robbins
Brendan Roberts
Kelcie Roberts
Mary Rolfsen
Julio Salazar
Drew and Alexandra 
Schneider
Seth and Jackie Seaton

Claire Shirey
Joseph and Lauren Short
Anna-Catherine Sliman
Klau Smit
AJ Sneska
Susan Spalding
Genevieve Staudt and 
Alexander Moore
Brian and Daina Storey
Shelley Straker
Luke and Jessica Thompson
Sara Van Doren
Geoff and Cynthia Vera
Adriana Villa and Francis 
Scabilloni
Austin and Briana Vogt
Megan Watts
Jason and Joyce Williams
Alex and Marisa Williams
Janet Yannessa
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S uccessful school fundraising at the 2020 and 2021 Crown 
Affair events has met the goal for purchasing a new 
playground structure for the children of our parish. The 

new equipment, which will replace the large, main structure, 
has safety features that meet modern regulations. Play options 
include three ways to ascend, five slides, two platform levels, 
and a ticket window for imaginative play. Look for delivery and 
installation in early June, just in time to enjoy all summer! W

Playground News!
By Sherry Woodman


