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The Christmas Party That Wasn’t
By Pat Watson
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C hrist the King’s ties to Mur-Ci Homes run long and deep. 
Our annual Christmas party for the residents and staff of 
Mur-Ci Homes has spanned more years than most can re-

member. Spearheaded by late CTK parishioner Tom Wieck and 
other Knights of Columbus from the old Bosley Springs Road 
clubhouse, it is now powered by modern-day Knights at CTK, 
along with generations of Tom’s family and friends. As an aside, 
CTK also supports Mur-Ci Homes’ disaster plan, offering to 
shelter them in the event of a tornado, fire, or other emergency.

The Murfreesboro Road Civitan Club, from which Mur-Ci is 
derived, founded Mur-Ci Homes in 1960 as a private non-profit 
501(c)(3) residential agency. Mur-Ci Homes’ mission from the 
start has been to offer parents of children suffering from severe 
and profound intellectual disabilities an alternative to having 
their sons and daughters institutionalized in state facilities. 
Mur-Ci Homes today, a cluster of nine group homes located on 
four acres in Antioch, has the capacity to support 72 persons—
whose ages currently vary from eight to 84, some of whom have 
lived there for more than 30 years. Almost three-quarters of the 
residents are classified as non-ambulatory, meaning they must 
have assistance in virtually everything they do, and more than 30 
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Continued from page 1

persons supported require tube feeding for their daily sustenance.
Traditionally, CTK has opened its doors each December to welcome some 200 

guests who make the trek to the Christmas party from Antioch in a caravan of 
buses and other vehicles. With generous financial support from our parish through 
its annual Corporal Works of Mercy initiative, 
the Knights of Columbus continue to take the 
lead in organizing manpower and logistics 
for a party that offers us a chance to bring a 
little joy into the residents’ lives and provide 
a brief diversion for a caring staff. This festive 
occasion, complete with Christmas-inspired 
table decorations, has been set against the 
backdrop of live Christmas music by volunteer 
musicians and has featured Christmas carols 
sung by the third-grade class at Christ the 
King along with their personalized Christmas 
cards to each resident. When the meal has 
finished and the tables cleared, Santa arrives 
to distribute presents to every resident, funded 
by CTK, along with gift bags loaded with 
goodies provided and hand-stuffed by the 
Knights.

Happily, this tradition has continued 
to grow at CTK through increasing 
volunteerism beyond the Knights. The 
Women’s Council has lent a thoughtful touch 
to table decorations, the Green Bag Ladies 
have made gift bags used by the Knights to 
collect the stocking stuffers, and the parish 

knitting group has provided warm scarves or hats 
for the residents. The Boy Scouts from Troop 
11 also have been perennial helpers (with two of 
their own being residents at Mur-Ci Homes), and 
many parishioners have joined in to help as a way 
of service or giving back.

Unfortunately, for the past two Christmas 
seasons, COVID has delivered nothing but lumps 
of coal for the folks at Mur-Ci Homes. Because of 
the medical fragility of the residents, concern for 
the welfare of the staff, and the fear of what might 
happen in close, in-person contact, the medical 
director of the facility determined that our friends 
at Mur-Ci Homes could not leave their campus 
for Christmas in 2020 and 2021. To date, all the 
residents are still quarantined.

So, the Knights, on behalf of the parish, have 
taken to heart a Marine Corp phrase: Improvise, 
Adapt, Overcome. In 2020, at the height of the 
pandemic, we were limited in what we could 
do—with no admittance to any of the homes. 
The funds normally spent on personalized 
presents for the residents were still delivered to 
Mur-Ci Homes so the staff could make those 
gifts appear by Christmas.  Presents for the 
staff Christmas party also were delivered, along 
with our contribution to fund a safer version 
of a Christmas dinner for all. And yes, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus (Josh Walsh and his wife, Ann 
Marie—Tom Wieck’s granddaughter) still made 
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an appearance on the appointed date, riding in the back of his 
sleigh (a red pickup truck) to greet and wave to all those lined up 
at windows and doorways at the group homes. Meanwhile, his 
“elf ” (me) delivered cookie and craft kits to each home along with 
festive Christmas teddy bears for the residents.

For this past Christmas, on Saturday, December 11, 2021, the 
Knights of Columbus again put on its annual Christmas party for 
the residents of Mur-Ci Homes and their caregivers—but with 
a twist. The Knights took the party to them with dinner and 
dessert delivered for more than 200 people—cooked in our own 
parish hall, Christmas presents for the 72 residents, decorations 
and crafts for each of the group homes, and a special visit by 

Santa himself. Because of your generous financial support, we 
also were able to provide gifts for their caregivers at the staff 
Christmas party to express gratitude for their dedication in 
nursing those dependent on others for all their needs.

While Christmastime over the last two years have challenged 
our wit and agility, CTK has continued to maintain an important 
connection with the shut-ins at Mur-Ci Homes. Everything has 
changed, but the joyful outcomes remain the same. Perhaps 
the most moving moments of the last Christmas party came 
from unintended consequences. While Santa was able to roam 
five of the group homes to greet residents and provide photo 
opportunities for all, four of the homes were isolated due to 
possible COVID exposure. We could not enter those homes, but 
Santa was undaunted! Separated only by glass, Santa made his 
way into the hearts and souls of 32 people that day with a smile, 
a wave, and a touch that transcended the divide. Far from lumps 
of coal, it was an amazing day on Baby Ruth Lane.

Footnote:
Building on this Christmas tradition and with CTK’s 

continued generosity, the Knights added a summer festival for 
Mur-Ci Homes four years ago, held right on the Antioch campus 
as part of Mur-Ci Homes spirit week. As an outdoor event, we 
are hopeful that this new aspect of our support for Mur-Ci 
Homes continues to f lourish. 

Photos at https://patrickwatson.smugmug.com/Mur-Ci-
Homes-Christmas-Party-Santa-Visit/ W
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Ask Father

D ear Fr. Dexter,
I did not grow up in a parish that had Adoration. I don’t 

know much about it. Why do we do it? What is the difference 
between regular prayer and Adoration?

Have you ever sat quietly in a church and talked to God, who 
we cannot see? There is a very human need to connect with the 
presence of one to whom we speak, especially the ineffable God. 
Adoration offers an opportunity to connect with Christ, the 
divine presence, in the Eucharistic food. 

As Catholics we believe Christ makes himself present to us 
when the community gathers for the Eucharistic celebration. 
He is present in the proclaimed scriptures, in the gathered 
community, in the presiding priest and in a real and very special 
way in the Eucharist food. The Spirit is called upon to change 
ordinary bread and wine into the very presence and substance of 
God. There is a peace that comes from Christ’s being present to 
us at the Eucharist. It is a time to bring all our hopes and fears, 
our joys, sorrows and burdens to the one who knows all and bears 
all.

But Christ is always present to us, of course, and his presence 
in the Eucharist doesn’t end when the Mass is completed. Christ 
remains with us, and the Eucharistic food in the tabernacle 
reminds us of Christ’s abiding presence.

Adoration refers to the time we spend in contemplation and 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle. Silent prayer 

in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament nurtures our ability to 
be present to and experience more fully Christ’s presence in the 
Eucharist celebration. In that silence we contemplate who we are 
in Christ and the mystery of God’s abiding presence in our lives 
and in our world. We need silent, contemplative prayer, in order 
more richly to join in the corporate prayer of the mass with active 
proclamation and response, word and song. The two—silent 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and the mass—complement 
each other. Sure, we do well to pray quietly anywhere, anytime, 
but prayer before the Blessed Sacrament brings a tacit awareness 
of how great a Mystery is God-for-us and God-with-us.

While adoration is possible anytime the church is open and the 
Eucharist is present, sometimes, on special occasions, the Church 
permits the host in the tabernacle to be exposed on the altar for 
all to see. Often it is exposed in what is called a monstrance (from 
the Latin word monstrare, meaning “to show”). 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is a centuries-old practice 
rooted in our belief that Jesus Christ is truly and completely present 
in the Eucharist. Like many practices of our faith, however, 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament developed gradually. In the 
earliest years of Christianity, consecrated bread would sometimes 
be brought home from the celebration of the Eucharist to be 
given to those who, because of illness, were not able to be present 
at the liturgy. This is still our practice today, and our Eucharistic 
ministers are commissioned to bring Christ in the Sacrament to 
those who cannot join us for the Sunday liturgy. In earlier years, 
too, the faithful would take the consecrated bread home with 
them to be consumed during the week to keep them connected 
to the Eucharist and the community.

In about the fourth century monasteries began to reserve the 
Eucharist, and by the 11th century, reservation—still mainly 
for the sick and dying—was a regular feature of many churches. 
While reverence was certainly given to Christ present in the 
sacrament, it was not yet customary to pray before the reserved 
sacrament.

In the 11th century a French monk began to teach that the 
bread and wine in the celebration of the Eucharist could not 
change into the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Pope Gregory 
VII demanded a retraction from the monk, declaring that the 
body and blood of Christ were truly present in the Eucharist. 

Continue on page 10
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Troop 11 Eagle Scouts at Christ the King
By John Green

Alex Otto (left) and Alex Owings (right) at their Eagle Scout award 
ceremony

A s the New Year has started, Scout Troop 11 at Christ the 
King is going strong. We have celebrated the awarding of 
Eagle Scout Rank to two young men and worked on two 

Eagle Scout Projects.
Alex Otto and Alex Owings were awarded their Eagle Scout 

rank at a ceremony held on February 15. Alex Otto is a senior at 
Father Ryan and a 2018 graduate of Christ the King. He joined 
the Troop in fifth grade. He is best known as the number one 
salesperson for our annual Christmas wreath sale. For his Eagle 
project he collected over 1,000 pounds of animal food and nearly 
$1,000 in donations for an animal shelter in Mt. Juliet.

Alex Owings is a junior at MBA and a member of the 
Cathedral. He has been a scout since fifth grade as well. His 
Eagle Project was restoring a garden area at MBA dedicated to 
a deceased student of the school. This involved re-mortaring all 
of the stone, cleaning up the area, and installing new plants and 
shrubs.  

This year we have worked on two Eagle Scout projects. Issac 
Gorden rebuilt the inside of a trailer for the Oasis Center that 
it uses for bicycle education at schools. Isaac is a junior at USN, 
works at Halycon Bike in 12 South, and is a member of the 
Walk/Bike Nashville Youth Council.  

Of note to Christ the King and just in time for Lent, Parrish 
Anderson installed outdoor Stations of the Cross at the church 
campus. A vison of Father Dexter was to have outdoor stations. 
Parrish met with Father Dexter and Father Phan to learn their 
vision and then proceeded to plan and execute the project. 
Fortunately for Troop 11, we have a skilled craftsman with 
Demetri Pagonis. Mr. Pagonis served as Parrish’s coach for this 
project and provided the tools.

Under Parrish’s supervision, the blocks of material were cut. 
Then primed. Then crosses were painted with stencils.

After all of the blocks were prepared, Parrish and the Scouts 
proceeded to install the 14 Stations at different places around the 
campus.  

During the Lenten Season members of Christ the King or 
anyone in the community can walk the campus for the Stations 

of the Cross. The link for a map and audio is:
https://www.ctk.org/news/stations-of-the-cross
Over the next several months, Troop 11 has many activities 

planned. We will have multiple camping trips exploring the 
beautiful area of Middle Tennessee. We will attend summer 
camp at Boxwell in June. Then in July approximately 20 scouts 
and adults will take a five-day backpacking trip in the Grand 
Tetons near Yellowstone Park.

If you have an interest in joining the Scouts at Christ the King, 
we meet every Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Christ the King. You can 
contact John Green at 615.500.8528 or john.green1914@gmail.
com. W 

Scouts painting the cross using a stencil

Parrish Anderson installing one of the Stations of the Cross with 
assistance from his project coach, Demetri Pagonis
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By Alan Mila

Christ the King 
School Robotics

E arlier this year, Christ the King 
School asked the parish community 
to support a new robotics 

program initiative. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive with numerous 
families providing financial support to 
enable CKS to purchase the necessary 
materials to get started and other 
parishioners offering their expertise 
and experience to help launch the new 
program. Thanks to this generosity and 
with knowledgeable recommendations, 
CKS purchased 15 Sphero Bolt robots for 
use with grades K-4 and 15 VEX IQ robot 
kits for use with grades 5-8, allowing a 
dream to become a reality. 

Mrs. Kristin Vance, the CKS computer 
teacher, introduced the VEX IQ robots to 
the sixth-grade students in late March. 
Almost every student was excited to 
begin working in small teams to build the 
“basic robot” as a means of introducing 
the building methods. After a few days 
of building, the students were able to set 
their robots loose on the “playing field” 
that was part of the purchased kits to learn 
the basics of controlling the robots. From 
these base robots, students will begin 
adding more functionality to their robots 
by building additional features like claw 
arms and sensors. Students will also begin 
coding the robots to complete specific 
tasks, learning the engineering process of 
build/test/refine/repeat. As the students 
gain more experience with coding the 
robots and learn how they can function, 
we hope to create a VEX IQ Robotics 

Competition Team to compete against other schools in robotics competitions where 
teams are given a problem to solve by designing, building, and coding the robot. We are 
already off to a great start, and I am looking forward to the team taking off possibly as 
early as the 2022-2023 school year.

The ability to introduce the students to the robots was exciting, but the good news 
continued at A Crown Affair in early March. Our f ledgling robotics program was the 
focus of the “Paddle Raise” portion of the auction with the hope of providing additional 
funds to design and build a dedicated Robotics Lab on campus. The CKS community 
showed incredible enthusiasm for this project, raising over $30,000 towards the project, 
far more than we anticipated. We are currently exploring various possibilities around the 
building and working with Mr. Kent McLaughlin of Gilbert | McLaughlin | Casella 
Architects to ensure the space is functional for robotics and is designed beautifully. We 
aim to use underutilized space on campus to provide the dedicated and f lexible working 
space needed to have an exemplary robotics lab and robotics program. W

PHOTOS BY JEANETTE NEUHOFF VOGT
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A Faithful Centenarian
By Margaret Emsweller

C hrist the King’s only Centenarian, Nell Ayers, celebrated 
her 100th birthday at the 6:00 pm Mass on Thursday, 
March 10, surrounded by family, friends, and members 

of her faith community with Fr. Dexter as Presider. There is no 
other place she would rather be to celebrate this milestone. 

Nell has been an active member of Christ the King since 1952, 
shortly after she and her husband, Dee, purchased a home on 
Cedar Lane. She has volunteered in numerous ministries over 
the years and was well known for her handmade craft items 
donated to the Christmas bazaar. She started making her 
creations in June and included organza and lace adorned angels, 
Christmas mantel cloths, and tree skirts. Parishioners stood 
in line for her creations, and they sold out quickly. Nell, along 
with other dedicated members of the Women’s Council, hosted 
monthly Teas that provided a welcoming social event for women 
of the parish. She supported the school during the years that her 
children, Mike and Jill, attended and helped provide luncheons 
for the teachers at the end of the year. 

Through the years, Nell also served in the church office 
preparing the bulletin for Msgr. Duffy or counting money for 
Fr. Mallett. She has been an active parishioner during the tenure 
of all five priests who have served as Pastor of Christ the King 
Church, beginning with Msgr. Leppert in 1952. When asked 
what she loves most about Christ the King, Nell will answer, 
“Everything, the people and the priests are dear to my heart.” 
Her deep faith in God has always been her anchor and one of her 
happiest moments was when her husband Dee became a Catholic.

 Nell’s daily routine at home includes watching Mass on 

television, praying the rosary, and reciting many of the prayers 
she has accumulated over the years. She refers to her phone as her 
“lifeline” and talks with many friends each day and enjoys their 
visits. You will often see her at the 4:30 pm Mass on Saturday 
evening. Nell has even dedicated her living room to our Blessed 
Mother and painted it pastel blue and white in her honor.

Nell has such a positive attitude and an infectious sense of 
humor, and it has sustained her over the years. In Nell’s eyes, 
everyone she meets is “Precious and the Cutest Thing.” Whether 
you know her by Girlie, Nell, or Nellie Claire, we wish our oldest 
Christ the King parishioner a Happy 100th birthday. In the eyes 
of all her many friends, it is Nell, who is “Precious and the Cutest 
Thing!” W

Radnor Lake
By Rose Devasia Anderson

M y family and I have lived in Nashville for almost 
five years. From the beginning, we heard about 
the beauty of Radnor Lake. Over the years, we 

have tried several times to visit, but each time, for whatever 
reason, we could not find a parking spot. We would try early 
weekend mornings when most people had not started their 
day, or New Year’s Day morning when many were sleeping 
off a night of partying, and still not find a parking spot. At 
each attempt we would circle the lot multiple times before 
giving up. Finally, in January 2022 we succeeded, and not 
only was one spot open but several spots were available. We 
excitedly got out of our van and began walking the main 
trail which did not disappoint. We saw several deer and a couple of bald eagles. We took pictures and enjoyed the peacefulness of 
our surroundings. As we walked, we would say hello to others on the trail, and each person we encountered would ask excitedly, 
“Have you seen the bald eagles?” We would respond, yes, smile, and continue walking. This interaction kept repeating itself 
over our three-mile walk, “Have you seen the bald eagles?” Smile, say yes, walk. A few folks would elaborate more on the eagles, 
whether it was the eagles’ f light pattern, location of their nest, eating habits, or best viewing spot. We would politely listen and 
then move on.

That afternoon back at home I texted a friend who frequented the park and also enjoyed the hobby of photography. The two of 
Continue on page 8
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F or many years, Christ the King Church has been a refuge for members of the community, 
and for most of us, even more so during the last couple of years. Additional community 
members have found refuge at Christ the King this year, neighbors who are most in need 

of God’s mercy. People experiencing poverty and homelessness receive shelter every Wednesday 
night from November through March thanks to our numerous students and adults who donate 
time and resources to the Room in the Inn Ministry.

Christ the King offers a physical refuge for our guests. The hungry are fed, drink is given to 
the thirsty, strangers are welcomed, clothing is available, and prisoners of anxiety and despair 
are encouraged.

Being homeless takes a toll on mental health and our church becomes a sanctuary as our 
volunteers demonstrate real compassion, even when a guest is noticeably angry or frustrated. 
Our students write original cards of hope and love and place them under the pillows for our 
guests to find during their stay. The faith of a child leads to the kingdom of heaven. 

Here are some examples of these expressions from our students: 
I encourage you to believe in God through thick and thin and always love Him. For He will 

always love you. If you ever feel frightened, say a prayer. 
Remember that God always loves you and is taking care of you even when you think He isn’t.
As the volunteers attempt to provide physical and mental refuge, we all experience heightened 

spiritual awareness. It may be as subtle as our guests standing outside admiring the moon aligned 
with the Christ the King steeple or as obvious as a volunteer teaching a guest to pray the rosary. 
The presence of the Holy Spirit manifests itself as our 
guests fill out prayer request cards for the volunteers to 
pray over. A gentleman who suffers with multiple physical 
and mental challenges wrote on his prayer card, “Thank 
God for everything He gives.” The reality of trusting 
God with all your heart. 

Thanks to all our volunteers and donors this year, 
Christ the King continues to provide green pasture and 
still waters to our brothers and sisters in need. Room in 
the Inn practices the admonition of Pope Francis to “Love 
beyond what is due.” And when that happens, guests and 
volunteers experience the presence of Christ. W

Room in the Inn 2021-2022
By Louis Roberts

us would often joke about my bad luck with Radnor Lake, especially because he never had a problem finding a parking spot.
“Finally made it beyond the parking lot of Radnor, “I texted.
“Yay! Finally!! See anything good??” he replied.
“Couple deer and bald eagles,” I said.
“What?!” he exclaimed. “Are you serious? I’ve always wanted to photograph the eagles but never saw them.”
“Oh! Well, that explains why people kept stopping us to ask about the eagles. I thought they were there all the time,” I said.
For several days after our texts, I would find myself chuckling over my misunderstanding over the eagles’ appearance and how 

I thought they were a constant presence at the lake. My lack of excitement over the eagles reminded me of how I often feel about 
Christmas and Easter. For several years now I’ve had little excitement about the upcoming Christmas or Easter season. Year after 
year I’ve heard the same Bible stories, been annoyed at the large crowds at Mass, abstained from meat, given up chocolate, bought 
a bunch of gifts. I see the eagles at Radnor Lake and assume they are there all the time, big deal. What if I could have been like 
everyone else at the lake that day and celebrated the appearance of the eagles and been thankful for the gift given that day. What if 
for Christmas I got at least as excited as I do for a friend’s birthday party, what if for Easter I got excited enough to try and deepen 
my relationship with God and the Holy Spirit. What if I looked up to the sky, saw those eagles and felt gratitude and wonder for 
the gift of seeing an eagle. Likewise, what if I remembered how lucky I was to have the relationship with the Trinity that I do, not 
take it for granted, and celebrate that a bit more at Christmas and Easter. W

Continued from page 7

Faithful clothing room volunteers: Grace Darke, 
Nora Doyle, and Sydney Long have worked at 
Room in the Inn since elementary school

Christ the King students prepare 
welcome notes (above and lower right)
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B efore the new year, the Haitian Committee received a call 
from our Twin Parish priest in Haiti, Father Dorcin. He 
explained that he had been assigned to a different parish 

and would be leaving Pilette. He assured us that a new priest who 
would be assigned to Our Lady of Seven Sorrows would be in 
touch. While we knew we would miss Father Dorcin, we looked 
forward to working with a new pastor.

In January we received an email from Father Volvick Thoribe. 
He said that he was looking forward to developing a relationship 
with us. He said, “It is a blessing for the community and for myself 
to be able follow the way of Father Dorcin, a very committed 
pastor.”

Father Volvick comes to us from Sainte-Suzanne Parish in 
Haiti, whose sister parish in Tampa, Florida, was also named 
Christ the King! Father Volvick remarked, “I will do my best, 
as usual, to assist a different community with a different sister 
parish, but with the same name. May God lead our hands and 
spirit.”

We also had direct communication from Father Rodney 
Angrand, Pastor of Our Lady of Grace in Roche Plate. Father 

Rodney sent 
his thanks for 
our financial 
support of the 
parish. “Thank 
you to all the 
donors and 
p a r i s h ion e r s 
of Christ the 
King who 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
to helping our 
parish here in 

Father Volvick Comes to Pilette
By The Haitian Ministry

Partnering in education for Haiti begins in kindergarten

Haiti, especially in Roche Plate. May the Lord bless you all.”
The Haitian Ministry also wishes to extend thanks to all who 

contribute to the Twin Parish programs. When you buy Singing 
Rooster Coffee or make direct donations to the Haiti ministry, 
you are supporting two parishes and a kindergarten through 
grade ten school. You are making a difference in many lives. May 
God bless you for your generosity. 

We couldn’t do it without you. W 

Choirs processing into Our Lady of Seven Sorrows several years ago

School children dance in celebration of The Feast of 
Our Lady of Grace in Roche Plate

Students we visited several years ago—We hope to return soon
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I was once asked, why did God have to 
be crucified to save us from eternal 
Hell? Of course, the obvious answer 

is, He didn’t! The GOD can, will, 
would, do anything. But I wonder, if our 
preoccupation with our own salvation, 
keeps us from missing the best part of the 
story of God becoming man in every way 
except sin? Did God become human to 
show us how to live; how to embrace the 
greatest gift of all for us—the gift of the 
His Spirit dwelling within us and guiding 
us?

What about that? He did, after all, 
say, “If you had the faith of a mustard 
seed you could move mountains!” (Matt 
17:20). What about that? If we, the Body 
of Christ, had the faith of a tiny seed, we 
could cure cancer? Could we end this war 
in Ukraine? Could we feed all the hungry? 
We could drive Satan crazy, if only we had 
enough faith.

True Notes
By Deacon Bob

Deacon Bob with Fr. Dexter, at Deacon Bob’s retirement celebration November 22, 2015

This resulted in a refining of the church’s teaching on the real presence. In response, Eucharistic devotions sprang up throughout 
Europe: processions, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and other prayers focused on the reserved sacrament became part of 
Catholic life.

At about the same time, elevations of the bread and the wine were added to the Eucharistic prayer at Mass. For some, the 
moment of seeing the consecrated host overshadowed the rest of the liturgy. This was especially so since—unlike today—
most did not approach the altar to receive communion, believing they were unworthy to do so. To gaze on God present in the 
Eucharist—a God they could not approach because of their perceived unworthiness—was an extraordinary event for many. 
Times of extended exposition of the Blessed Sacrament outside the Mass expanded, allowing the people to be close to Christ in 
the Eucharistic food. Eventually a blessing with the exposed Eucharist in the monstrance—benediction—developed.

The feast of Corpus Christi arose in the 13th and 14th centuries. Processions became traditional on this day. Since the Second 
Vatican Council, a great deal of attention has focused on the reform of the liturgy and a deepening of Eucharistic theology and 
piety. 

Like the practice of the earliest Christians, silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament can help keep us connected to the 
community’s celebration of the Eucharist. W

Continued from page 4

The person in the Bible I most associate with is the father who brought his son, 
possessed by an evil spirit, to Jesus to be healed. Our Lord asked the father, “Do you 
believe? The man replied, “Yes Lord, I do believe. Help me with my unbelief ” (Mark 
9:24).

I’m reminded of a favorite poem of the late, great Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen:

I think my soul is a tame old duck…
Dabbling around in barnyard muck.
Fat and lazy, with useless wings…but
sometimes when the north wind sings…
and the wild ones hurtle overhead… it
remembers something lost and dead and cocks
a warry bewildered eye…and makes a feeble
attempt to fly.
It’s fairly content with the state it’s in.
But it isn’t the duck it might have been. W PH
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WEDDINGS
Donald Scott Denbo, Jr. and 
Meghan Noelle Merritt

BAPTISMS
Soren Elliot Bishop

Matthias Hidajat Bloodworth

Mia Marie Conrady

Henry Theodore Dewan

Michael Christopher Doyle

Brooklyn Elizabeth Ende

Madison Grey Grunow

Mary Michael Hale

Briggs Stone Hickman

Benjamin Kevin Hogan

Maribel Nicole Jesse

Isabell Kathleen Mugnano

Emerson Wiley O’Connor

Isla Sinclair Portz

Maddox Andrew Portz

Henry Merrill Reno

Charlotte Danelle Rosinski

Philip Reed Roudi

Evelyn Renae Scudellari

Thadeus Laws Shiely

Theodore Fox Skuski

Lucy Marie Songy

Bennett Taylor Tate

Reid Werthman Turner

Vivian Louise Vizard

Scarlett Victoria Wouters
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John Baroni

Michael Bologa

Daniel Bray

David Brent

Caroline Brinkley

Matthew and Britton Brown

Charles Butterworth

Tracie Carter

Carsen Cash

Libby Catignani

Dennis Chen & Betty Yu

Corey Cialeo & Lauren Gross

Dani Connor & Ian Ward

Phil & Britt Davis

Lauren Drawe

Andrew & Laura Edwards

Kevin Farris

Nathan & Jessica Fay

Matthew Felbinger

Heather Finch

John & Nicole Flynn

Stacie Fredrich & Nicholas 
Knutzen

Jeffery Goodwin

Michael & Kirsten Greer

Rachel Groff

Meagan Harkins

Scott & Julie Haynes

Charlie Hickerson

Libby Hickerson

Delaney Hinkley

Trae & Audrey Holthouse

Andrei Javier & Sean 
Ashworth

Laura Quinn-Karp & Jonathan 
Overbey

Thomas Kerestes

Mary Klapperich

Julie Krupp

Marie Kudelko

Brian Laden

Cat Lillion

Brian Link

Shannon McChesney & 
Steven Wyman

Marissa McGillis

JMac & Nicole McLeod

Aaron & Cynthia Meaux

Chase & Alyssa Montgomery

Tom & Brianna Nofi

Jim & Sarah Olechna

Jim & Gay Pfaff

Cecilia Ragusa

David & Lauren Raih

Becca Remmes

Danielle Robertson

Michael Roddy
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J oin us as we go off-road for a Monumental adventure 
through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the 
Southwest. By exploring God’s awesomeness, kids form a 

rock-solid faith for the road ahead. 
Details: 
• Christ the King VBS: July 18-22, 9:00-12:30
• Registration is now open! 
• For more information, contact Jaimie Gorman.

jaimie.gorman@ctk-nashville.org
• Adult and Teen Volunteers Needed! W

VBS 2022
By Jaimie Gorman

We hope you can join us for VBS 2022!  
It’s sure to be MONUMENTAL!!  

July 18-22

C hrist the King is selling fair-trade Haitian coffee. 
HELP HAITI
Purchase Singing Rooster Coffee at $10 a bag!

MONTHLY OR ANYTIME ONLINE
You may purchase onsite with cash or check, or online via WeShare at 

https://ctknashville.weshareonline.org/
For more information about Christ the King’s Haitian Coffee Project, visit 

https://ctk.org/haitian-coffee-project
For more information about Christ the King’s Haiti ministry with 

Our Lady of Grace and Our Lady of Seven Sorrows parishes, visit  
https://ctk.org/haiti-twin-parish W

Haitian Coffee Project


