
LS #84: “The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, 

his boundless affection for us. Soil, water, mountains: 

everything is, as it were, a caress of God. The history of our 

friendship with God is always linked to particular places 

which take on an intensely personal meaning; we all 

remember places, and revisiting those memories does us 

much good. Anyone who has grown up in the hills or used 

to sit by the spring to drink, or played outdoors in the 

neighborhood square; going back to these places is a 

chance to recover something of their true selves”  

 

Partner activity: “A place in nature that was wonderful to 

me as a child was…”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LS #83: “The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the 

fullness of God… Here we can add yet another argument for 

rejecting every tyrannical and irresponsible domination of 

human beings over other creatures. The ultimate purpose 

of other creatures is not to be found in us. Rather, all 

creatures are moving forward with us and through us 

towards a common point of arrival, which is God, in that 

transcendent fullness where the risen Christ embraces and 

illumines all things. Human beings, endowed with 

intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, 

are called to lead all creatures back to their Creator.” 

 

 

Discussion prompts for LS #83:  

 How can we lead human creatures “back to their 

Creator?”  

 How can we lead non-human creatures “back to their 

Creator?”  

 How does this vision of our interactions with other 

creatures compare with what you have been taught 

(actively or passively) from your church formation? 

 How about what you have been taught by our 

broader society?  

  



LS #32-34: The earth’s resources are also being plundered 

because of short-sighted approaches to the economy, 

commerce and production. The loss of forests and 

woodlands entails the loss of species which may constitute 

extremely important resources in the future, not only for 

food but also for curing disease and other uses. Different 

species contain genes which could be key resources in years 

ahead for meeting human needs and regulating 

environmental problems. 

It is not enough, however, to think of different species 

merely as potential “resources” to be exploited, while 

overlooking the fact that they have value in themselves. 

Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and 

animal species which we will never know, which our 

children will never see, because they have been lost 

forever. The great majority become extinct for reasons 

related to human activity. Because of us, thousands of 

species will no longer give glory to God by their very 

existence, nor convey their message to us. We have no such 

right. 

It may well disturb us to learn of the extinction of mammals 

or birds, since they are more visible. But the good 

functioning of ecosystems also requires fungi, algae, 

worms, insects, reptiles, etc... Human beings must 

intervene when a geosystem reaches a critical state. But 

nowadays, such intervention in nature has become more 

and more frequent. As a consequence, serious problems 

arise, leading to further interventions; human activity 

becomes ubiquitous, with all the risks which this entails. 

Often a vicious circle results, as human intervention to 

resolve a problem further aggravates the situation. For 

example, many birds and insects which disappear due to 

synthetic agrotoxins are helpful for agriculture: their 

disappearance will have to be compensated for by yet other 

techniques which may well prove harmful. We must be 

grateful for the praiseworthy efforts being made by 

scientists and engineers dedicated to finding solutions to 

man-made problems. But a sober look at our world shows 

that the degree of human intervention, often in the service 

of business interests and consumerism, is actually making 

our earth less rich and beautiful, ever more limited and 

gray, even as technological advances and consumer goods 

continue to abound limitlessly. We seem to think that we 

can substitute an irreplaceable and irretrievable beauty 

with something which we have created ourselves. 

 

Discussion Prompts for LS #32-34:  

 What are the dangers of human intervention in an 

ecosystem? 

 Can you think of any technological developments 

that have made the world “less rich and beautiful” 

but more “limited and gray” ?  

 Can you think of ways in which we choose short-

sighted approaches to the economy, commerce, and 

production? 


